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ENVIRONMENT PORTFOLIO 

Statement 
HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.05 pm]: I rise to provide a 
response to what can only be described as one of the more ordinary contributions made by Hon Sally Talbot in 
this house last night. Members might recall that Hon Sally Talbot invited me to make a contribution in response 
to her assertions, and I am very pleased to do so. I am very pleased that the honourable member has entered the 
chamber. Hon Sally Talbot said that she found it very strange that remarkably little acknowledgment had been 
given by the government this week of the fact that we are now at the third anniversary of its taking government. I 
advise Hon Sally Talbot that, unlike the Labor Party, which lived on spin, we on this side of the house are 
focused on getting on with the job of governing this great state of Western Australia, which — 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! We have heard some contributions in relative silence without too many 
interjections; let us continue in that vein. 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: I have to say that it has been an enormous privilege and one that we on this side of 
the house do not take for granted. Having said that—indeed, Hon Sally Talbot invited me to comment on this—I 
must say that I find it somewhat surprising—one might say even extraordinary—that it is Hon Sally Talbot, of 
all people, who cast us back to the election. In doing so, it takes our minds back to the fact that Labor Party did, 
in fact, lose the election. But who was the key strategist for Labor’s campaign? She probably was not even told 
that they were going to go six months early, but that is probably a debate for another day. It was none other than 
the then state Labor President, Hon Sally Talbot who, just after dealing with that, then lost the unlosable—the 
seat of Fremantle. Deary, deary me.  

Having said all that, unlike Hon Sally Talbot, I actually want to make a positive contribution. I want to reflect on 
some positive work that has been done by the Barnett government over the past few years within the 
environment space. I will go through a few examples, I could go through a number, but I am on limited time. 
There was the creation of the Office of the Environmental Protection Authority—the biggest reform for that 
authority since its inception. There is the largest interconnected system of marine and terrestrial parks, including 
Camden Sound, covering more than 3.5 million hectares, to be delivered through one of the most significant 
environmental initiatives in Western Australia’s history—that being the Kimberley science and conservation — 

Hon Helen Morton: What did they do? 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: They did not actually have a strategy, Hon Helen Morton. 

Hon Helen Morton: They didn’t have a suicide prevention strategy, either. 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: There we go. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! It does not take a tag-team to make a statement; it is just one member on 
her feet at a time. 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: There is $3.8 million to better manage and protect the Great Western Woodlands, 
which covers almost 16 million hectares in the southern Goldfields region, endorsed by all stakeholders. We 
introduced new penalties to combat illegal dumping, which now sees individuals face tough penalties up to 
$62 500, or $125 000 for body corporates. That is up from $1 000, which the Labor Party thought was okay. We 
committed funding to protect the critically endangered woylies and the establishment of a 400-hectare predator-
free enclosure at Perup nature reserve, which is, I am pleased to advise the house, a considerable success. We 
committed funding of $12.5 million to the Carnegie wave energy project in Fremantle; an additional $8 million 
for three new low–emission energy projects; a geothermal energy project; solar and ground–source pool heating 
in Kalgoorlie–Boulder; and a biofuels project in Karratha. We provided a focus on combating e-waste and other 
recycling initiatives, we released the cane toad strategy, and there are conservation grants worth $6 million over 
four years to community groups and wildlife carers—what a fantastic initiative. There were 164 grants allocated 
this year to fantastic organisations such as Native Animal Rescue in Malaga, which does real, on-the-ground 
work to help our injured wildlife and threatened species. We introduced new fertiliser regulations to protect our 
rivers; foreshore improvements; new wetlands; oxygenation plants; a $3 million permeable reactive barrier to 
control contaminated groundwater entering the Helena River, something that the Labor Party failed to do; and 
we established the Naturebank program, and provided significant support for nature-based tourism in our 
national parks and conservation areas.  
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That is a very small sample of the many initiatives that have been put in place by the Barnett government. I will 
agree with Hon Sally Talbot on one aspect; that is, that more work can be done. I do not disagree with that. That 
is now being done under the direction of the new environment minister, Minister Marmion, but to assert, as 
Hon Sally Talbot did last night, that nothing has been done is quite simply untrue. The facts bear that out. 
Although I and members on this side of the house are unfazed by the various contributions made by Hon Sally 
Talbot that generally contain unfounded allegations, which are always just plain wrong but consistently made by 
her in this house, I would agree on one thing, again, with Hon Sally Talbot; that is, there is a profound contrast 
between our parties. We actually do things; they talk about it. Let us remind ourselves that even if the Labor 
Party really wanted to do something for the environment—I will go back to its eight years in government —  

Hon Simon O’Brien: Seven and a half.  

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: That is right; we had the election six months early.  

They never actually had a minister—I will say Judy Edwards was—who was there long enough to get beyond 
the incoming minister’s brief! They came and they went like one revolving door—in and out, in and out! We had 
Judy Edwards, Mark McGowan, David Templeman, and who could forget “Mr Two Months”, Tony McRae! But 
where was Hon Sally Talbot in all the various ministerial shake-ups when ministers were falling like flies all 
over the place? She was nowhere to be seen! One might argue that if she is so good, as she often tells us in her 
lecturing voice in this place —  

Hon Helen Morton: Isn’t she supposed to be brilliant? 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: She is brilliant. One would have thought, therefore, that she would have made the 
grade. Clearly, others in higher places disagreed.  

Hon Simon O’Brien: Norm Marlborough got a role!  

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: Norm Marlborough did get a role. He got a guernsey!  

I take the opportunity to reflect in a positive way, as Hon Sally Talbot requested that I do last night, on what the 
Barnett government has done, and continues to do, within the environment portfolio. I am no longer the minister, 
but I know that the current minister in the other place continues to work on very positive initiatives that will 
benefit our state and our environment for many years to come. That is a far more positive activity than the 
negative, condescending attitude of the member opposite.  
 


